CLF111

                      - -   AGRICULTURAL CORE CURRICULUM  - -

(CLF100)  Core Area:  CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE

  (CLF110)  Unit Title:  ECONOMY OF CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE

______________________________________________________________________________

  (CLF111)   Topic: STATE AND LOCAL               Time      Taught in Years   

                    PRODUCTION                   2 hours            1         

______________________________________________________________________________

         Topic objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will be

         able to:

         Learning

         outcome #

          (A-1)  -  Identify the major agricultural production areas of

                    California and list three major commodities produced in 

                    each.

          (A-2)  -  List the dollar value of the five leading agricultural

                    commodities produced in the county.

          (A-3)  -  List the dollar value of the five leading agricultural 

                    commodities produced in the state.

         Special Materials and Equipment: Copies of your annual county crop 

                     report available from the Farm Advisor's Office

         Evaluation: Quiz by instructor

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  STATE AND LOCAL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

I. Production Areas of California

     California is, by far, the most agriculturally productive state in the

     nation. Is is said that if California were a country on its own, it would

     be the sixth largest agricultural producer on the planet!  California

     produces not only a tremendous volume of agricultural products, but a

     great variety as well.  Because the climate and terrain of California

     are so varied, a corresponding variety of growing conditions are

     available to agriculturalists.  California farmers and ranchers produce

     over 250 different commodities and livestock products-alphabetically from

     alfalfa hay to zucchini.

     California is often broken down into several large agricultural regions.

     Although there is still some variation within each region, conditions

     are relatively uniform when compared to the other regions.  Therefore, 

     we can associate certain crops with certain areas of the state.  The

     following is a list of the major agricultural production areas of

     California and some of the commodities produced in each.
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     PRODUCTION AREA           COUNTIES                MAJOR CROPS

     Sacramento Valley      Sutter, Yolo, Butte,     Rice, Almonds,

                            Sacramento, Colusa,      Livestock, Tomatos,

                            Glenn, Tehama            Sugar Beets

_____________________________________________________________________________

     San Joaquin Valley     Fresno, Kern, Tulare,    Milk, Table & Wine Grapes,

                            Merced, King, Madera,    Cotton Lint, Almonds,

                            Stanislaus               Oranges, Stone Fruits,

                                                     Cattle, Alfalfa Hay,

                                                     Poulyty

_____________________________________________________________________________

     Delta                  Contra Costa, Solano,    Milk, Asparagus,

                            San Joaquin              Vegetables, Corn

_____________________________________________________________________________

     Central Coast          Monterey, San Benito,    Lettuce, Lemons, Celery,

                            Santa Cruz, Ventura,     Strawberries, Broccoli,

                            San Luis Obispo,         Beef Cattle, Artichokes

                            Santa Barbara            Grapes

_____________________________________________________________________________

     South Coast            Los Angeles, Orange,     Strawberries, Oranges,

                            San Diego, Riverside     Tomatos, Milk, Eggs,

                                                     Avocados, Nursery Prods.

_____________________________________________________________________________

     North Coast           Mendocino, Sonoma,        Wine grapes, Timber, 

                           Humboldt, Del Norte,      Nursery Products, Milk,

                           Santa Clara, San Mateo,   Livestock

                           Napa

_____________________________________________________________________________

     Imperial Valley       Imperial                  Dates, Lettuce, Melons,

                                                     Cattle, Alfalfa, Cotton,

                                                     Wheat, Sugar Beets,

                                                     Chickens

_____________________________________________________________________________

     Mountain              Trinity, Lassen, Modoc,   Livestock, Timber, Hay,

                           Siskiyou, Mariposa,       Pasture, Christmas Trees,

                           Plumas, Sierra, Nevada,   Grapes, Potatoes

                           Placer

_____________________________________________________________________________

              ___________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Using a map of California, locate the major

              production areas and compare geography, crops

              produced, and dollar value of the products.

              ___________________________________________________
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              ___________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Have students construct a collage on a large-scale

              map of California, using magazine cutouts to show

              where agricultural commodities are produced in

              California.

              ___________________________________________________

II. Agricultural Production in Your County

     Each year the agriculture commissioner of your county publishes a

     report summarizing the commodities produced in the county and their

     value. Review current copies of the county crop report. If older 

     reports are available, compare them with the current reports to

     determine production trends in your local ag economy.

              _________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Ask students to read copies of the County Crop

              Report and list the five leading agricultural

              commodities in each of the production groups

              (e.g., row crops, orchard crops, livestock, field

              crops, etc.).

              _________________________________________________

              _________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Invite a guest speaker, who is a producer of one

              of the leading commodities in the county, to 

              speak to the class.

              _________________________________________________

              _________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Graph the dollar value of five California

              commodities over a year's time and discuss price

              fluctuations.

              _________________________________________________
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