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                    OPPORTUNITIES               1 hour             1
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         Topic Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will

                            be able to:

         Learning Outcome #:

          (A-4)   -  Describe economic and technological trends which may

                     affect the work environment.

          (A-5)   -  Identify ways in which employees may have to adapt to

                     changing work environments.

         Special Materials and Equipment:  A guest speaker to discuss

                     qualities needed to be a good employee.

         References: See Unit Directory.

         Evaluation: Quiz by instructor.

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  TRENDS IN CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

I.  Economic trends in Agriculture

    A.  Ag careers are affected by changes in the agriculture economy.

        1.  Consumer preferences: as consumer tastes and desires change

            so do the career opportunities available.

            a.  For example: Poultry production and processing careers have

                expanded due to the health conscious consumer choosing

                poultry over beef and pork.

        2.  Imports: as we import goods, this changes career opportunities

            available.

            a.  For example: Sheep and lamb production has declined in

            the U.S. due to cheaper imports from countries such as Australia

            and New Zealand.

        3.  Surpluses: when more raw materials are produced than are

            consumed we have a surplus.  This often leads to new uses for

            this product.

            a.  For example: Gasahol was partially developed to utilize

            our surplus grains.
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        4.  Government Support: Some crops and livestock receive price

            supports and this may create interest in that area.

    B.  Technological Trends in Agriculture

        1.  Ag careers have expanded due to great changes in technology.

            However, this same technology has out -moded many types of ag

            labor.

            a.  Mechanization: this type of technology utilizes machine

                power to replace human and animal power.

                1)  For example:  The tomato harvester has eliminated the

                    picking of processing tomatos.

            b.  Computerization: has stream lined many farm operations.

                1)  For example:  Nutritionists utilize computers to develop

                    balanced rations for livestock.

            c.  Biotechnology has allowed rapid changes in new crop

                developments.

                1)  For example:  Genetic engineering and plant tissue

                    culture have improved our crops dramatically.

            d.  Continued Education: now more than ever before, because of

                technology advanced training either through formalized

                education or in depth on-the-job training is required for

                many ag occupations.

          ___________________________________________________________

          ACTIVITY:

          1. Ask local agribusiness people to discuss with the class

             what they are looking for in an employee today as

             compared to 10 years ago.

          2. Discuss how jobs in Ag have changed over the last 20

             years and where careers in ag will shift in the future.

          ___________________________________________________________
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