- -   AGRICULTURAL CORE CURRICULUM  - -

(CLF800)  Core Area: CAREERS OPTIONS

  (CLF810)  Unit Title: AGRICULTURE CAREERS

____________________________________________________________________________

  (CLF812)   Topic: AGRICULTURE            Time      Taught in Year(s)

                    CAREERS                1 hour             1

____________________________________________________________________________

         Topic Objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will

         be able to:

         Learning Outcome #:

          (A-2)   -  Identify 12 potential ag or ag-related careers.

          (A-3)   -  Identify 4 potential local or ag-related careers.

         Special Materials and Equipment:  A class set of FFA Student

                     Handbook and materials for the development of a

                     bulletin board.

         References: See Unit Directory

         Evaluation: Quiz by instructor and written report on an ag-related

                     career.

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  AGRICULTURE CAREERS

A.  Importance of Agriculture Careers

    1.  Approximately 1/3 of all workers in California work in jobs directly

        or indirectly related to agriculture.

    2.  Remember that California produces 99% of the almonds, walnuts,

        avocados,artichokes, dates, figs, kiwifruit, olives, pomegranates,

        and prunes grown in the U.S. and a significant amount of over 350

        other agricultural commodities. (Based on 1997 statistics.)

    3.  Agricultural occupations range from flower production to meat

        processing, providing a great variety of career options.

B. Career Areas

    1.  Ag careers can be grouped into 9 general career areas:

        a.  Production Agriculture: This involves actually raising field

            crops, poultry, fruit, vegetables, or livestock.

        b.  Agriculture Mechanics: This involves planning and constructing

            buildings, machinery maintenance, welding, electrical work and

            plumbing.
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        c.  Agriculture Sales and Service:  This involves occupations such

            as veterinarian, farrier, ag commissioner, equipment dealers,

            feed dealers, ag flying, and an ag lender.

       d.  Agriculture Processing: Involves processing and distributing

           food. Examples are butchers, egg processing, plant workers,

           cheese processing workers.

       e.  Horticulture: Involves landscaping, floriculture, turf

           management, propagation, bio-technology,  and nursery management.

       f.  Forestry:  Involves producing and harvesting timber, managing

           forests and reforestation .

       g.  Rural Recreation and Natural Resources:  Involves working with

           renewable resources such as wildlife, water and soil.

       h.  Agricultural Marketing and Business Management:  Involves

           business economics related to agriculture, developing markets for

           agricultural products and successful marketing of those products.

     2.  Classification Table:  Agriculture jobs have been listed by specific 

         area for entry level, technical, and professional classifications.  

         They can be found at www.yosemite.cc.ca.us/AgEd/
C.  Local Careers

    1.  Careers available in agriculture in your area depend upon different

        factors including:

        a.  Population: rural areas have more production ag and urban areas

            usually have more processing and horticulture.

        b.  The climate and rainfall influences crops and livestock produced

            in the area; which may affect availability of certain supplies

            and services.

        c.  Consumer demand - may influence the types of crops grown and

            types of ag employment available.

    2.  Your career choice should be reflected in your choice of SOE.

        For example:

        a.  a lamb, beef or swine production SOE project would be of great

           benefit if your career goal is to be livestock producer.

        b.  a work experience SOE in a feed store or vet clinic would

            benefit if you plan a career in sales and service or marketing

            and management.

        c.  Building an equipment trailer would benefit someone who wanted a

            career in ag mechanics.

812.2

          ___________________________________________________________

          ACTIVITY:

          1. Read chapter 1 in the FFA Student Handbook on Careers.

          2. Have students make up a bulletin board displaying

             different careers in ag in your local area.

          3. Assign a one page written report on a career in ag

             using the library, career center or personal contacts as

             resources.

          ___________________________________________________________
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