CLF514

                     - -   AGRICULTURE CORE CURRICULUM  - -

(CLF500)  Core Area:  LEADERSHIP

  (CLF510)  Unit Title:  FFA LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

______________________________________________________________________________

  (CLF514)  Topic:  THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION     time         taught in years

                                                 3 hours         1 and/or 2

______________________________________________________________________________

         Topic objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will be

         able to:

         Learning

         outcome #

          (A-1f)   -   List, explain and/or recite the kinds of membership in

                       the FFA

          (A-1l)   -   List, explain and/or recite what is necessary to

                       receive the Greenhand Degree

          (A-2)    -   List and describe FFA awards to members

          (A-3)    -   Identify contests in which Vo Ag students may

                       participate

          (A-4)    -   List the requirements for earning the Chapter FFA,

                       State FFA and American FFA degrees

          (A-6)    -   Understand the benefits of FFA membership

         Special Materials & Equipment:------------

         Evaluation:  Unit Test (CLF518)

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

     A.  The national organization is divided into four regions:

         1.  Western Region

         2.  Southern Region

         3.  Central Region

         4.  Eastern Region

     B.  National Officers and Advisors

         1.  National FFA Advisor - Dr. Larry Case
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         2.  National Executive Secretary - Coleman Harris

         3.  National Treasurer - Marion Fletcher

         4.  National FFA Officers:

             a.  President

             b.  Secretary

             c.  Vice President - Western Region

             d.  Vice President - Central

             e.  Vice President - Southern

             f.  Vice President - Eastern

                 1)  Four Vice Presidents are elected - one from each regions.

                 2)  President and Secretary are elected from any region.

     C.  Offices and Services at National level.

         1.  National FFA Headquarters, Alexandria, Virginia

         2.  National FFA Center, Indianapolis, Indiana

     D.  National Convention

         1.  Held at Louisvill, Kentucy.

             a.  California Association sends a delegation each year to the

                 National Convention in the last week of October.

             b.  California is represented by 2 Official delegates designated as 

                 chair and vice chair of the state delegation, plus additional 

                 official delegates based on the individuals state association's 

                 percentage of national FFA membership.

     E.  National Dues - $5.00

     F.  Official National Publication - The FFA New Horizons

         1.  Published six times a year.

             ________________________________________________

             ACTIVITY:

             Have students read an article on an FFA related

             topic from the FFA New Horizons and

             develop a written or oral report on the subject.

             ________________________________________________
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     G.  Membership

         1.  1997-98 - 447,880 members in the National Organization.

         2.  53 chartered associations.

     H.  National Constitution of the FFA

         1.  Membership

             a.  Membership in this organization shall be of four kinds:

                 1)  Active

                 2)  Collegiate

                 3)  Alumni

                 4)  Honorary

                     a)  Active membership:  Any student who is regularly

                         enrolled in vocational agriculture is entitled to

                         become an active member of any chartered FFA chapter.

                         (1)  Members may retain their active membership for

                              three years after the first National Convention

                              following graduation from high school or leaving

                              high school, or until becoming twenty-one years

                              of age, whichever length of time is greater.

                         (2)  No individual may retain his active membership

                              beyond his twenty-third birthday.

                     b)  Collegiate membership:  Collegiate membership may

                         include students enrolled in agriculture courses and

                         former active members of chartered local chapters who

                         are enrolled in a two or four year institution having

                         a collegiate chapter.

                     c)  Alumni membership:  Following the termination of

                         active membership status, a former member becomes

                         eligible for active alumni membership.

                     d)  Honorary membership:  Honorary membership can be

                         awarded to farmers, school superintendents,

                         principals, members of board of education, chapter

                         advisors, teachers, staff members in agriculture

                         education, businessmen, and others who are helping

                         to advance vocational agriculture and the FFA.

                         1.  Honorary members shall be limited to the

                             following:

                             (a)  Honorary Chapter FFA Degree - Chapter

                                  level
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                             (b)  Honorary State FFA Degree - State level

                             (c)  Honorary American FFA Degree - National

                                  level

             ________________________________________________

             ACTIVITY:

             Utilize National FFA Learning resources such as

             videos and filmstrips that depict FFA Leadership

             activities and involvement (See National FFA

             Supply Catalog)

             ________________________________________________

THE FOUR NATIONAL FFA REGIONS:

     Western Region:                           Southern Region:

         Alaska                                    Alabama

         Arizona                                   Arkansas

         California                                Florida

         Colorado                                  Georgia

         Guam                                      Louisiana

         Hawaii                                    Mississippi

         Idaho                                     Puerto Rico

         Montana                                   South Carolina

         Nevada                                    Virgin Islands

         New Mexico                                Tennessee

         Oklahoma

         Oregon

         Texas

         Utah

         Washington

         Wyoming

     Central Region:                           Eastern Region

         Illinois                                  Connecticut

         Indiana                                   Delaware

         Iowa                                      Maine

         Kansas                                    Maryland

         Kentucky                                  Massachusetts

         Michigan                                  New Hampshire

         Minnesota                                 New Jersey

         Missouri                                  New York

         Nebraska                                  North Carolina

         North Dakota                              Ohio

         South Dakota                              Pennsylvania

         Wisconsin                                 Rhode Island

                                                   Vermont

                                                   Virginia

                                                   West Virginia
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          2.  Active Membership Degrees

              a.  There are four types of degrees of active membership based

                  upon achievement.  They are:

                  1)  Greenhand - Bronze medal

                  2)  Chapter FFA - Silver medal

                  3)  State FFA - Gold medal

                  4)  American FFA - Gold medal key

                      a)  Greenhand Degree:

                          1.  Be enrolled in agricultural education and have 

                              satisfactory plans for a supervised agricultural 

                              experience program.

                          2.  Learn and explain the FFA Creed, Motto, Salute & 

                              Mission Statement.

                          3.  Describe and explain the meaning of the FFA emblem 

                              and colors.

                          4.  Demonstrate a knowledge of the FFA Code of Ethics

                              and the proper use of the FFA jacket.

                          5.  Demonstrate a knowledge of the history of the

                              organization, the chapter constitution, bylaws,

                              and the chapters program of activities.

                          6.  Personally own or have access to the Official FFA 

                              Manual and the FFA Student Handbook.

                          7.  Submit written application of the Greenhand FFA 

                              Degree.

                      b)  Chapter Farmer Degree:

                          1.  Must have received the Greenhand degree.

                          2.  Must have satisfactorily completed the equivalent 

                              of at least 180 hours of systematic school 

                              instruction in agricultural education at or above 

                              the ninth grade level, have in operation an 

                              approved supervised agricultural experience 

                              program, and be enrolled in an agricultural 

                              education course.

                          3.  Have participated in the planning and conducting 

                              of at least three official functions in the 

                              chapters Program of Activities.

                          4.  Have earned or productively invested at least $150 

                              by the member's own efforts or worked at least
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                              forty-five hours in excess of scheduled class 

                              time, or a combination thereof, and have developed 

                              plans for continued growth and improvement in a 

                              supervised agricultural experience program.

                          5.  Have effectively led a group discussion for 15

                               minutes.

                          6.  Show progress toward individual achievement in the 

                              FFA award program.

                          7.  Have a satisfactory scholastic record.

                      c.  State Farmer Degree:

                          1.  Have received the Chapter FFA degree.

                          2.  Have been an active FFA member for at least two 

                              years (24 months) at the time of receiving the 

                              State FFA Degree.

                          3.  While in school, have completed the equivalent off 

                              at least two years (360 hours) of systematic 

                              school instruction in agricultural education at or 

                              above the ninth grade level, which includes a 

                              supervised agricultural experience program.

                          4.  Have earned or productively invested at least 

                              $1,000, or worked at least 300 hours in excess of 

                              scheduled class time, or a combination thereof, in 

                              a supervised agricultural experience program..

                          5.  Demonstrated leadership ability by:

                              a. Performing 10 procedures of Parliamentary law.

                              b. Giving a six minutes speech on a topic relating 

                                 to agriculture or the FFA.

                              c. Serving as an officer, committee chairperson, 

                                 or participating member of a chapter committee.

                          6.  Have a satisfactory scholastic record as 

                              certified by the local agricultural education 

                              instructor and the principal or superintendent.

                          7.  Have participated in the planning and completion 

                              of the chapter program of activities.

                          8.  Have participated in at least five different FFA 

                              activities above the chapter level.

                      d.  American FFA Degree:

                          1.  Must have the state farmer degree and have been

                              an active member of the FFA continuously for at

                              least 36 months and have a record of satisfactory 

                              participation in the activities on the chapter and 

                              state levels.
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                          2.  Have satisfactorily completed the equivalent of at 

                              least three years(540 hours) of systematic 

                              secondary school instruction in an agricultural 

                              education program or have completed the program of 

                              agricultural education offered in the school last 

                              attended.

                          3.  Have graduated from high school at least 12 months 

                              prior to the national convention at which the 

                              degree is to be granted.

                          4.  Have in operation and have maintained records to 

                              substantiate an outstanding supervised 

                              agricultural experience program through which a 

                              member has exhibited comprehensive planning, 

                              managerial and financial expertise.

                          5.  Have earned and productively invested at least 

                              $7,500 or have earned and productively invested at 

                              least $1,500 and worked 2,250 hours in excess of 

                              scheduled class time.  Any combination of hours x 

                              $3.33 plus dollars must be equal to, or greater 

                              than the number 9,000.  Hours used for the purpose 

                              of producing earnings reported as productively 

                              invested income shall not be duplicated as hours 

                              of credit t meet the minimum requirements for the 

                              degree.

                          6.  Have a record of outstanding leadership abilities 

                              and community involvement and have achieved a high 

                              school scholastic record of "C" or better as 

                              certified by the principal or superintendent.

             ________________________________________________

             ACTIVITY:

             Have students complete an application for the

             Greenhand Degree.

             ________________________________________________

          3.  Delegates to National Convention:

              a.  Each state association is entitled to send two delegates

                  from its active membership to the National Convention, plus

                  additional delegates based on the individual state 

                  association's percentage of national FFA membership.

          4.  National FFA Foundation

              a.  All national awards for outstanding accomplishment by FFA

                  members, and many of those offered on a state and chapter

                  basis, are provided by the National FFA Foundation.

                  1)  FFA Agricultural Proficiency Awards:
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                      a)  FFA Agricultural Proficiency Awards are available to

                          all FFA members enrolled in the high school

                          vocational agriculture program.  The purpose of the

                          awards is to recognize members for this achievements

                          in activities related to careers in production

                          agriculture and agribusiness.

                      b)  There are 45 awards in which FFA members can be

                          recognized in the Agricultural proficiency award

                          program.

          5.  National and State Award Programs for Chapters

              a.  Awards are provided by the National Foundation to chapters

                  meeting national or state requirements.  The awards are:

                  1)  Superior Chapter Award:

                      a)  A special multi-year plaque will be awarded the

                          first year a chapter is rated Superior by a state

                          association.

                      b)  National:  Bronze, Silver, or Gold Awards.

                          1.  A state association may recommend at least two

                              or ten percent of all State Superior Chapters

                              which have met all requirements.

          6.  Official FFA Calendar - See FFA Manual

          7.  FFA - BOAC

              a.  BOAC - Building our American Communities

                  1)  Purpose of BOAC is to develop community awareness and

                      involvement of FFA members to construct a better

                      America.

          8.  FFA Judging Teams State and National Competition.

              a.  National Judging Teams (Louisville, Kentucky).

                  1)  Agricultural Issues Forum

                  2)  Agricultural Mechanics

                  3)  Agricultural Sales

                  4)  Creed Speaking

                  5)  Dairy Cattle Evaluation

6) Dairy Foods
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                  7)  Environmental and Natural Resources

                  8)  Extemporaneous Public Speaking

                  9)  Farm Business Management

                 10)  Floriculture

                 11)  Food Science and Technology

                 12)  Forestry

                 13)  Horse Evaluation

                 14)  Livestock Evaluation

                 15)  Marketing Plan

                 16)  Meatss Evaluation and Technology

                 17)  Nursery/Landscape

                 18)  Parliamentary Procedure

                 19)  Poultry Evaluation

                 20)  Prepared Public Speaking

              b.  State Contests:

                  1)  Citrus - Fresno, CSU

                  2)  Cotton - Fresno, CSU

                  3)  Fruit Tree Pruning - Fresno, CSU

                  4)  Grapevine Judging - Fresno, CSU

                  5)  Grapevine Pruning - Fresno, CSU

                  6)  Ag Computers - Cal Poly, Pomona

                  7)  Ag Mechanics - Cal Poly, SLO

                  8)  Ag Pest Control - Cal Poly, SLO

                  9)  Agronomy - Cal Poly, SLO

                 10)  Creed - Fresno, CSU

                 11)  Dairy Cattle Judging - Cal Poly, SLO

                 12)  Dairy Products - Cal Poly, SLO

                 13)  Farm Power and Machinery - Fresno, CSU
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                 14)  Farm Record Book - Cal Poly, SLO

                 15)  Floriculture - Cal Poly, SLO

                 16)  Forestry - Cal Poly, SLO

                 17)  Land Judging - Cal Poly, SLO

                 18)  Light Horse - Cal Poly, SLO

                 19)  Livestock - Cal Poly, SLO

                 20)  Marketing - Cal Poly, SLO

                 21)  Meat Judging - Cal Poly, SLO

                 22)  Ornamental Horticulture - Cal Poly, SLO

                 23)  Parliamentary Procedure - Fresno, CSU

                 24)  Poultry - Cal Poly, SLO

                 25)  Public Speaking - Fresno, CSU

                 26)  Small Engines - Cal Poly, SLO

                 27)  Vegetable Crops - Cal Poly, SLO

                 28)  Fruit Tree Judging - Fresno, CSU

                 29)  Extemporaneous Speaking - Fresno, CSU

                 30)  Scrapbook - Fresno, CSU

                 31)  Best Informed Greenhand - Cal Poly, SLO

             ________________________________________________

             ACTIVITY:

             Organize a chapter judging contest and have all

             students participate.

             ________________________________________________
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