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         Topic objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will 

                            be able to:

         Learning

         outcome #

          (E-10)  -  Define discussion, disagreement, argument, inference,

                     counterexample and propaganda.

          SPECIAL MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT: ------------

          EVALUATION:  Quiz by instructor.

TOPIC PRESENTATION: CRITICAL PROCESSES

I. Introduction

     There are some key words and situations you should understand in order

     to grasp the critical thinking process.

     A. Discussion

     B. Disagreement

     C. Argument

     D. Fighting

     E. Inference

     F. Counterexample

              ______________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Break students into six groups for role playing.

              Students will give a 5-8 minute presentation on one

              of the six situations, using all members of the group.

              ______________________________________________________

II. Presentation

     A. Discussion

        1. When people are talking about something and they may or may

           not agree with each other.
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     B. Disagreement

        1. When people are disagreeing, they think the other person is

           wrong.

        2. You can think that the other person MAY be wrong without

           thinking that s/he IS wrong.

     C. Argument

        1. Means that two people are disagreeing and each is trying to

           convince the other that s/he is wrong.

        2. You don't have an argument until both people are arguing.

     D. Fighting

        1. Is an argument where people have lost control of their

           tempers and emotions.

     E. Inference

        1. You imply something with your facial expressions, tone of

           voice, and mannerisms.

        2. Any conclusions your listeners draw from hearing and observing

           you are called inferences.

     F. Counterexample

        1. A counterexample is a specific example which disagrees with

           a general statement.

        2. Counterexamples are usually good ways to refute a general

           statement. Examples:

           General statement: "All dogs have four legs."

              Counterexample: "John's dog was in a car accident, and now

                              it has only three legs."

        Not a counterexample: "Maybe some dog was in an accident and has

                              only three legs left."

              ______________________________________________________

              ACTIVITY:

              Repeat the above activity for the six categories of

              propaganda listed below.

              ______________________________________________________

     G. Propaganda

        1. Propaganda is any rumor, idea, or fact which is spread in order

           convince someone of something.

        2. It may or may not be truthful and is often one-sided.
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        3. Types of propaganda:

           a. bandwagon     "Everybody is doing it!"

           b. repetition    "Buy Quick Kleen! Buy Quick Kleen!"

           c. transfer      "Want to be sexy? Buy this new car!"

           d. testimonial   "4 out of 5 doctors recommend..."

           e. exigency      "Only a few remain at this price! Act fast!"

           f. glittering 

              generality    "It tastes better, looks better, and smells

                             better!"
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