CLF523

                     - -   AGRICULTURE CORE CURRICULUM  - -

(CLF500)  Core Area:  LEADERSHIP

  (CLF520)  Unit Title:  PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

______________________________________________________________________________

  (CLF523)  Topic: SUBSIDIARY MOTIONS          time           taught in years

                                               3 hours              1 / 2

______________________________________________________________________________

         Topic objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will be

         able to:

         Learning

         outcome #

          (D-2)   -   Identify and list motions according to purpose and

                      precedence.

         Special Materials & Equipment:  Appendix A, B, and D.

         Evaluation:  Unit Test (CLF528)

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  PART I:  MAIN MOTION

     A.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence of nothing.

         2.  Used to introduce new business.

         3.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         4.  Must be seconded.

         5.  Is debatable.

         6.  Is amendable.

         7.  Requires a majority vote.

         8.  Can be reconsidered.

     B.  Wording of Main Motion

         1.  Refrain from using a motion that contains a negative statement.

             a.  Such as:  "I move that we not participate at the State FFA

                 Finals."

             b.  Instead:  "I move that this assembly go on record as being

                 opposed to participating at the State FFA Finals."
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             c.  Or:  "I move that this assembly go on record as being in

                favor of participating at th State FFA Finals."

     C.  Main motions that are not in order

         1.  No main motion is in order which conflicts with national, state,

             or local laws.

         2.  No main motion is in order which presents substantially the same

             or question as a motion previously rejected during the same

             session.

         3.  A main motion that proposes action outside the scope of the

             organizations objective as defined by its constitution is out

             or order unless the assembly by a 2/3's vote authorizes its

             introduction.

     D.  Treatment of the main motion

         1.  After a main motion has been made and before the question has

             been stated by the chair, any member can quickly rise and, with

             little or no explanatory comment, informally suggest one or more

             modifications in the motion.  Maker of motion can accept or

             reject.

         2.  After question has been stated by the chair, the maker of the

             motion can request by unanimous consent to modify the motion.  If

             any member then objects, request must be introduced as an

             amendment for desired results.

     E.  Miscellaneous main motion information

         1.  The maker of the motion is entitled to first debate.

         2.  The maker of a motion cannot debate against that motion.

     F.  Form

         1.  Topic:  Should the California State Association increase

             membership dues?

         2.  Proper way to make main motion:  " Mr.Chairman, I move that the

             California State Association increase membership dues."

         3.  Topic:  Should girls be banned from the FFA State Organization?

         4.  Proper form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move that this assembly go on record 

             as being opposed to girls being banned from the FFA State

             Organization."

PART II:  POSTPONE INDEFINITELY

     A.  A motion that the assembly declines to take a position on the main

         motion.
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         1.  Its adoption kills the main motion.

         2.  Avoids a direct vote on the pending question.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over the main motion and nothing else.

         2.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         3.  Must be seconded.

         4.  Is debatable, may also debate the merits of the main motion as

             well.

         5.  Is not amendable.

         6.  Requires a majority vote.

         7.  Can be reconsidered, but only if the motion passes.

     C.  Form

         1.  Motion:  That the California Association participate in the Work

             Experience Abroad Program.

         2.  Correct Form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

             postpone this motion indefinitely."

PART III:  AMENDMENTS

     A.  Used to modify the wording and within certain limits the meaning of a

         pending motion.

         1.  An amendment must always be germane (closely related) to the

             subject of the motion to be amended.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over the main motion and postpone indefinitely.

         2.  Can be applied to any motion, amendment, refer to committee,

             and postpone definitely.

         3.  Amendments can be applied to itself, but it cannot be applied to

             a secondary amendment.

         4.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         5.  Must be seconded.

         6.  Is debatable; debate must be confined to the desirability of the

             amendment (not the merits of the main motion).

         7.  Requires a majority vote.
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         8.  Can be reconsidered.

     C.  There are 4 basic ways to make amendments.  They are:

         1.  Amend by striking out.

         2.  Amend by adding to.

         3.  Amend by insertion.

         4.  Amend by striking out & inserting.

             a.  Amendments should relate to time, places, or things.

     D.  Determining the Germaneness of an independent question.

         1.  Amendments can't introduce an independent question.

         2.  But an amendment can be hostile to, or even defeat the spirit of

             the original motion.

         3.  When the chairman is in doubt concerning whether or not an

             amendment is germane, the chair should refer to germaneness

             of the question of the assembly.

             a.  "The chair is in doubt and will ask the assembly to decide

                 whether or not the amendment is germane.  Are you ready for

                 the question?"

             b.  "As many as are of the opinion that the amendment is germane,

                 say aye.  Those of the opinion that it is not germane, say

                 No."

     E.  Improper Amendments

         1.  One that is not germane to the question.

         2.  One that makes the adoption of the amended question equivalent

             to a rejection of the original motion.

         3.  One that strikes out the word 'resolved' or other enacting words.

         4.  One that is frivolous or absurd.

         5.  One that would leave an incoherent wording.

         6.  One that would bring up the same amendment after it has been

             defeated.

     F.  Form

         1.  Motion on the floor:  That all prospective Ag students be

             required to join the FFA.

         2.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

             amend the main motion by striking out the word 'required' and
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 inserting the word 'encouraged' between the words 'be' and 'to',

             so that if amended the main motion would read that all

             prospective Ag students be encouraged to join the FFA."

PART IV:  REFER TO COMMITTEE

     A.  Used to send a pending question to a small group or committee,

         so that the question may be carefully investigated.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over the main motion, postpone indefinitely, and

             amendments.

         2.  Can be applied to main motions with any amendments that may be

             pending.

         3.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         4.  Must be seconded.

         5.  Is debatable; must restrict debate to reasons concerning the

             making of the refer to committee.

         6.  Is amendable; committees composition, manner of selection, and

             time frame in which the committee is to report back to assembly.

         7.  Requires a majority vote.

         8.  Can be reconsidered.

     C.  Uniqueness

         1.  The chair should rule out of order any delegates that make a

             refer to a committee that is obviously absurd or unreasonable.

         2.  If a refer to committee is incomplete, the chairman should ask:

             a.  "To what committee shall the questions be referred?"

             b.  "How many committee members shall the committee be composed

                  of?"

             c.  "In what manner shall the committee be selected?"

             d.  "When shall the committee report back with their finding?"

         3.  If the refer to committee passes, the chairman must appoint a

             committee at that time.  First member named is automatically the

             committee chairman, unless instructed otherwise by the chairman.

         4.  There are 4 different ways to appoint a committee:

             a.  Election by Ballot
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             b.  Nominations from the floor

             c.  Nominations by the chair

             d.  Appointment by the chair

         5.  When a motion proposes to assign a task or refer a matter to a

             committee when no questions is pending, such a motion is not the

             subsidiary motion to 'Refer to Committee', but is a main motion.

             a.  Topic read by secretary:  Should California State Officers be

                 elected in the same manner as National Officers?

             b.  Correct form: " Mr. Chairman, I move that a

                 committee of 7 Regional Presidents be appointed to conduct a

                 survey among convention delegates to determine if California

                 State officers should be elected in the same manner as

                 National officers."

     D.  Form

         1.  Motion on the floor:  That the FFA Show Uniform be changed to

             black pants.

         2.  Correct form:  " Mr. Chairman, I move to

             refer this matter to a committee of 7 regional officers, to be

             appointed by the chair, to report back at the last session of the

             State Convention."

PART V:  POSTPONE DEFINITELY (to a certain time)

     A.  A motion by which action on a pending question can be deferred to a

         definite day, meeting, hour, or until after a certain event.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over main motion, postpone indefinitely,

             amendments, and refer to committee.

         2.  Can be applied to any main motion with pending

             subsidiary motions.

         3.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         4.  Must be seconded.

         5.  Is debatable; must not go into the merits of the main motion.

         6.  Is amendable as to the time to which the main question is to

             be postponed, and as to making the postponed questions a 'special

             order'.

         7.  Requires a majority vote.

             a.  If the postponement is made a 'special order', it then

                 requires a 2/3's vote.
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         8.  Can be reconsidered.

     C.  Uniqueness

         1.  A debatable appeal may be postponed definitely.

         2.  The subsidiary motion is postpone can be applied only to a

             question that is actually pending; but an individual item of

             business that is not pending can, when appropriate, be postponed

             by means of a main motion.

             a.  Topic read by secretary:  Should the State Chapter

                 Presidents' Conferences be eliminated because they

                 are too costly?

             b.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

                 postpone the State Chapter Presidents' Leadership

                 Conferences."

         3.  Reasons in debate for using a 'special order' of the day.  Common

             courtesy of notifying outside speaker when he/she will be granted

             the opportunity to speak.

     D.  Form

         1.  Motion on the floor:  That the State Association pay the expenses

             of all Regional FFA Presidents to the National Convention.

         2.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

             postpone this matter to the 4th session of the State Convention."

         3.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move that this

             motion be postponed until 3 p.m. at our last session of the State

             Convention."

         4.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move that

             this matter be postponed to the next session of the State

             Convention at 2 p.m. and make this a special order of the day."

         5.  Amended version:  " Mr. Chairman, I move to

             amend the postponement, by adding on at the end; 'and make it a

             special order."

PART VI.  TO LIMIT OR EXTEND LIMITS OF DEBATE

     A.  The purpose of the motion to limit or extend limits of debate is to

         lengthen or shorten the time allowed for debate.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  The motion to Limit or Extend Limits of Debate can be made when the

             pending question is debatable.

         2.  Required a seconded.

         3.  Is not debatable.
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         4.  Is amendable

         5.  The motion to Limit or Extend Limits of Debate requires a 2/3 vote 

             to be adopted.

      C.  Form

          1.  "I move that debate on the pending question be limited to 10

               minutes."

PART VII:  PREVIOUS QUESTION

     A.  A motion used to close debate and bring the assembly to an immediate

         vote on one or more pending questions.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over;  all subsidiary motions except to 'Lay on

             the Table'.

         2.  Is out of order when another has the floor.

         3.  Must be seconded.

         4.  Is not debatable.

         5.  Is not amendable.

         6.  Requires a 2/3's vote.  To determine whether a previous question

             has obtained a 2/3's vote.  The chair should take either a rising

             vote or a show of hands.

         7.  Can be reconsidered only before any vote has been taken on a

             pending subsidiary motion.

     C.  Uniqueness

         1.  The previous question has the unique characteristic of being able

             to present different forms of itself as well as making higher

             ranking motions in a precise time frame.

             a.  Example

                 1)  The motion on the floor is:  That there be a State Best

                     Informed Greenhand Contest.  It has a proposed amendment

                     and refer to committee attached to it.  Lengthy debate

                     has followed:

                     a)  Member being recognized by hand:  "Tosta, Galt.  Mr.

                         Chairman, I move the previous question."  (Seconded)

                     b)  Before the chairman takes the vote, any member may

                         rise and interrupt the chair:  "Mr. Chairman!  (wait

                         until chairman recognizes you.)  Martin, Chowchilla.

                         I move the previous question on all pending matters."
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                     c)  Chairman may be interrupted again:  "Mr. Chairman!

                         (wait to be recognized by chairman.)  Decker, Clovis.

                         I move the previous question on the motion to commit

                         and on the amendment to the motion."

                     d)  In this example; the chair would handle the highest

                         ranking previous question, which is:  'On all pending

                         matters'.  If that failed, then the next highest

                         previous question would be:  'Commit and Amendment'.

                         And if that failed, the original previous question

                         would be voted on by the assembly.

         2.  If a member wishes to make a higher ranking motion he can

             interrupt the chairman in the same fashion as described above

             and introduce:

             a.  Lay on the Table

             b.  Reconsideration

         3.  Calls of 'question!' by members from their seats are not motions

             for the previous question.  But are simply informal expressions

             of individual members to proceed to vote.

         4.  A previous question can be made on a debatable appeal.

     D.  Form

         1.  Motion on the floor:  That there be a State FFA Officer called

             an Historian.

         2.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move the

             previous question."

         3.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move the previous

             question on all pending matters."

PART VIII:  LAY ON THE TABLE

     A.  A motion which enables the assembly to lay the pending question aside

         temporarily when something urgent has arisen.

     B.  Characteristics

         1.  Takes precedence over all subsidiary motions.

         2.  Is out or order when another has the floor.

         3.  Must be seconded.

         4.  Is not debatable.

         5.  Is not amendable.
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         6.  Requires a majority vote.

         7.  Cannot be reconsidered.

     C.  Uniqueness

         1.  If you are the maker of the 'lay on the table', and it passes

             you are entitled to make the next main motion.

         2.  Always preface this motion.

         3.  Can be made on a debatable appeal.

         4.  Never reveal your more important topic to the assembly or you

             will forfeit your right to introduce the next main motion.

         5.  As a team, always vote against another teams 'lay on the table'.

     D.  Form

         1.  Motion on the floor:  That the number of State Finals contests be

             reduced.

         2.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

             lay all pending matters on the table."

         3.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to

             lay all pending matters on the table in consideration of a more

             important topic."

         4.  Correct form:  "Mr. Chairman, I move to lay the pending question on 

             the table in order to hear our guest speaker who needs to leave for 

             another meeting.

        ___________________________________________________________________

        ACTIVITY:

        After handing out Appendix D, have each student memorize an

        officer's part and conduct an opening and closing ceremony

        in the class.

        ___________________________________________________________________
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