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                                                 1 hour               1
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         Topic objectives:  Upon completion of this lesson the student will be

         able to:

         Learning

         outcome #

          (A-1a)   -   Recite a short history of the FFA

          (A-1d)   -   List and explain the colors of the FFA

         Special Materials & Equipment:------------

         Evaluation:  Unit Test (CLF518)

TOPIC PRESENTATION:  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE FFA

     A.  Vocational Agriculture classes at the high school level had its

         beginning in 1917 with the passage of the Smith-Hughes National

         Vocational Education Act by Congress.  From the very beginning,

         teachers who taught organized vocational classes in Agriculture

         recognized that competitive activities which evolved from good

         instructional programs were a common-bond.  In 1928, the National

         FFA Association was formed.  The following historical events have

         occurred since that time:

         1.  The National FFA Association was organized on November 20, 1928

             at the site of the First National Convention in Kansas City,

             Missouri.

             a.  Leslie Applegate became the first National FFA President.

             b.  Dr. C. H. Lane was the first National FFA Advisor.

         2.  The first five states chartered to the National Association in

             1928 were:

             a.  Virginia

             b.  Arkansas

             c.  New Jersey

             d.  California

             e.  South Carolina

         3.  The official FFA creed and colors were adopted at the third

             National Convention in 1930.

         4.  In 1939, the National FFA purchased 28 and a half acres of land

             which was part of George Washington's estate.  Present national

             FFA headquarters and supply service are located at this site.

         5.  In 1944, the National FFA Foundation was formed.

         6.  In 1950, the U.S. Congress passed Public Law 740, which granted

             the FFA a Federal Charter.

         7.  In 1952, the National Future Farmer magazine was first published

             Presently, the magazine is published bi-monthly at a cost of one

             dollar for a paid FFA member.

         8.  In 1965 the "New Farmers" organization merged with the Future

             Farmers of America to create an integrated FFA.

         9.  In 1969 the FFA elected to welcome felame members into the

             organization.  In 1982, the FFA elected its first national female

             President:  Jan Ebberley, from the State of California.

        10.  In 1988 Delegates at the national convention changed "Future

             Farmers of America" to the "National FFA Organization."

        11.  In 1989 the National FUTURE FARMER magazine's name was changed to 

             FFA New Horizons, the Offical magazine of the National FFA 

             Organization.

        12.  In 1998 the dedication of the new National FFA center in 

             Indianapolis, Indiana.

        13.  In 1999 the 72nd National Convention in Louisville, Kentucky.

        14.  Current enrollment in the national organization stands at ______

             students.

